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WHAT BENEFITS WILL THESE PROPOSALS BRING TO COPELAND RESIDENTS?

It is felt that the proposed court closures would represent a dis-benefit to Copeland 
residents. 

WHY HAS THIS REPORT COME TO THE EXECUTIVE?
(eg Key Decision, Policy recommendation for Full Council, at request of Council, etc.)

At the Executive meeting held on 4 August 2015, the proposed closure of West Cumbria 
Magistrates and County Courts was discussed and a decision was taken to refer this to the 
Overview and Scrutiny Committee to look at the implications of the closure to the residents 
of the Borough and to look at other options available. This meeting of Executive is the last 
scheduled in order to achieve the deadline of 8 October 2015 for responses to be received 
by the Ministry of Justice.

RECOMMENDATIONS:

The Executive is recommended to RESOLVE:

a)  to oppose the Ministry of Justice’s proposal to close the West Cumbria Magistrates Court  
      in Workington; and
b) to strengthen the Mayor’s proposed response to the Ministry of Justice’s consultation by 
     including the points raised by the Overview and Scrutiny Committee and attaching their 
     report as an Appendix.

Appendix A – Report from OSC to Executive regarding proposed closure of West Cumbria 
Magistrates and County Courts.



APPENDIX A

Report from OSC to Executive regarding proposed closure of West Cumbria Magistrates 
and County Courts.

BACKGROUND

The Executive at its meeting on 4 August 2015 resolved that  (a) the Ministry of Justice’s 
proposal to close the West Cumbria Magistrates Court in Workington be opposed; 
(b)   the Mayor’s proposed response to the Ministry of Justice’s consultation stating that this 
Council opposes the closure as attached at Appendix 1 be noted and endorsed; and
(c) Overview and Scrutiny Committee be asked to look at the implications of the closure to 
the residents of the Borough and to look at other options available.

The Overview and Scrutiny Committee last looked at this subject in 2011 when the proposal 
to close Whitehaven Courts and move to Workington was made and at that time the 
Committee was ‘Strongly Opposed’ to the plan.

The Overview and Scrutiny Committee discussed the proposed court closure at their 
meeting on 13 August 2015 and welcomed the opportunity to look in more detail at the 
proposals and the implications for the residents of Copeland.

It was then agreed that a small Task and Finish Group be established for this purpose.

LOCATION

When considering the proposal, it is essential to remember that the Borough of Copeland 
covers an area of 283 square miles, two thirds of which is located within the Lake District 
National Park. Much of the borough is served by NO or very limited public transport and 
infrastructure.

The distance between the most northerly and the most southerly points of the borough is 
approximately 37 miles and takes over an hour to drive.  

The only road linking the north to the south of the borough is the A595, which has been 
described in a recent Police report to Cumbria’s Police and Crime Commissioner as ‘the 
most dangerous road in the county’. Towards the centre of the borough, this passes the 
Nuclear facility of Sellafield, which during shift changeover times can add significant extra 
time to any journey.

A new Nuclear Power Station is also to be built at Moorside, adjacent to Sellafield which will 
bring a further 10,000 workers to the area and possibly a proportionate increase in court 
usage. 



PUBLIC TRANSPORT LINKS 

Northern Rail operate trains in West Cumbria which serve the coastal fringe with a very 
limited service and on a single track for a significant proportion of the route through the 
borough.

For court users who have access to rail, travel times would be significantly increased if they 
were required to extend their journey north to Carlisle or travel south to Barrow. 
In most cases, only one train is available (assuming the user is required to be at the court for 
10:00am)

It should be noted that the times and costs shown below do not include travel between the 
Rail/Bus Station and the Courts.

Train Times (supplied by Northern rail)

In the chart below, the latest train departure times from the three stations serving South 
Copeland Mid Copeland and North Copeland are shown, with the arrival time in Workington 
where the existing courts are located and the extra journey times should these be 
transferred to Carlisle and Barrow.  

Arrive Arrive Arrive 
Workington Carlisle Barrow

                          Depart 
Millom 0719 0831 (1hr 12min) 0925 (2hr 06min)           --

0812 -- -- 0845 (0hr 32min)

Seascale 0744 0831 (0hr 47min) 0925 (1hr 41min)           --

0746 -- -- 0845 (0hr 59min)

Whitehaven 0812              -- 0925 (1hr 13min)           --

0904 0922 (0hr 18min)                       --                         --

0724 -- -- 0845 (1hr 21min)

As can be seen, the journey time in most cases is increased by an extra hour.



The main bus operator in West Cumbria is Stagecoach.
Recent cuts to services has left many rural communities without access to public transport 
and some services run during school term time only

There is NO public transport by road south from Seascale or north from Millom.
 
In the chart below, the latest bus departure times from those areas with a service are 
shown, with the arrival time in Workington where the existing courts are located and the 
extra journey times should these be transferred to Carlisle and Barrow.  In some cases this 
also requires a change of bus once or possibly twice. It should also be noted that not all 
buses are accessible for the disabled.

For a court user to attend court for 10:00am, it could be that the journey be taken the day 
before with overnight accommodation in Carlisle or Barrow.

Bus Times (supplied by Stagecoach in Cumbria)

Arrive Arrive  Arrive
Workington Carlisle Barrow

                          Depart 
Millom   -- No Service           No Service       --

0735        --        -- 0850 (1hr 33min)

Seascale 0730 0903 (1hr 33min) No Service        No Service 
(nb: Service operates on School days 
only & change at Thornhill)

Whitehaven 0605              -- 0840 (2hr 35min) No Service
(nb: Change at Workington and 
Cockermouth)

0905 0930 (0hr 25min)                       --                         

Egremont 0830 0933 (1hr 03min) No Service No Service           

Cleator Moor 0818 0919 (1hr 01min) No Service No Service           

As can be seen, the journey time is increased by up to 2 hours, where a service is 
available. 



PERSONAL COST

Copeland is one of the most deprived districts in England.

The Overview and Scrutiny Committee are very concerned about the additional expense and 
the impact on those with the lowest incomes, should the proposals go ahead and the courts 
be relocated.

Many residents of Copeland do not have access to public transport and do not drive, or have 
access to a vehicle. Taxis would be the only option with the increased costs this would incur.

Many court users from West Cumbria are vulnerable customers due to age (both young and 
older residents) and/or disability, and would need to be accompanied to court.

Below is a chart to show the cost of public transport (based on a standard adult day return)

Train 
To Workington To Carlisle To Barrow

                           
From Millom        £10.20       £16.90                    £6.10

From Seascale               £6.30       £14.80                    £9.90

From Whitehaven         £2.70       £11.50                    £12.80

Bus
To Workington To Carlisle To Barrow

                           
From Millom        N/A       N/A                   £5.30

From Seascale               £7.00       £10.80                    N/A

From Whitehaven        £4.60       £10.80                    N/A

From Egremont              £5.00       £10.80                    N/A

From Cleator Moor        £5.00       £10.80                    N/A

As can be seen, the cost in most cases is more than doubled if the Courts are moved from 
Workington to Carlisle.



Where public transport is not available either due time or the remote rural location of the 
court user, it is estimated that a return taxi fare from Copeland to Carlisle would be 
approximately £80 - £100.

PUBLIC COST 

The Overview and Scrutiny Committee is concerned that the lack of court facilities in West 
Cumbria would lead to an increase in defendants and witnesses failing to appear at their 
appointed time. 
This would add pressure to the court system, that it is believed is already working with a 
backlog of cases, and an increase in Police time where warrants were to be enforced.

By closing the courts in Workington and relocating to Carlisle and Barrow, the demands on 
local Police, solicitors, charitable organisations (e.g. Citizens Advice Bureau, Copeland 
Disability Forum) would also be increased due to the extra travelling time required. 
At a time when all organisations are looking to cut costs, this is an unacceptable burden to 
place on them.

There is a danger that additional costs would be made to cover travel time.
  
CONCLUSION

The OSC supports the Executive in objecting to the proposal to close the West Cumbria 
Courts in Workington and strongly urges the Department of Justice to reconsider for the 
following reasons:

 Copeland is unique in that being located on the extreme west coast of Cumbria, 
with little or NO public transport or infrastructure traveling to the far north or south 
of the county is almost impossible.

 Copeland is one of the most deprived districts in England and the impact on those 
with the lowest incomes, should the proposals go ahead and the courts be 
relocated, is unacceptable.

 The only road linking the north and south of the borough to Carlisle is the A595, 
which has been described in a recent Police report to Cumbria’s Police and Crime 
Commissioner as ‘the most dangerous road in the county’. 

 During periods of extreme weather, journey times would be very much increased, if 
not impossible.

 OSC believes the court usage figures quoted in the Department of Justice proposal 
are not accurate and do not include the Family Court and Tribunals.



 In some cases, only one train or bus is available to arrive at court on time, which 
could result in all parties (prosecution and defence) travelling together. The OSC is 
therefore concerned regarding the ‘Safe Conduct of Witnesses’.

 OSC has explored the alternatives to meet the needs of our community but the 
provision of court facilities by Copeland Borough Council within its current property 
portfolio is not feasible.

 The use of digital technology was considered, but due to the lack of reliable internet 
or mobile phone reception, particularly in the remote rural areas, this suggestion 
was discounted. 

 With construction of the new Nuclear Power Station at Moorside due to start in the 
near future, the population of Copeland will increase by more than 10,000. This 
could bring with it a proportional increase in demand for court services.

 2015 sees the 800th anniversary of the signing of Magna Carta bringing access to 
‘Justice for All’, Overview and Scrutiny Committee strongly objects to the proposal 
to close West Cumbria courts thus removing access to Justice from the residents of 
Copeland.


